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“True Brothers and Sisters”

SEPTEMBER

I Samuel 20, Psalm 133

Submitted by: Brian Martin, Pastor
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AUGUST

Jesus Saves

It was late Friday night, June 27th, and the Youth Group was on our 
way back from our Service Project in Harlan, Kentucky.  After a 
time of prayer and discussion, us leaders decided to make the 11-
hour trip back to Pennsylvania while the youth slept.  It wasn’t long 
into the drive when youth began alerting the drivers that they had 
to use the bathroom, and they couldn’t wait long!  So all four vans 
pulled into an all-night gas station.  Most of the youth poured out 
of the vans and headed inside.  And as became our custom, a long 
line formed for the bathroom. 

There in the gas station was a gentleman that I strongly sensed 
I was supposed to talk to.  He was standing very near me on 
occasions, but I tried to avoid conversation.  I knew he had 
problems by what he was wearing, a necklace and hat that 
sported a picture of a marijuana leaf, and he was trying to buy 
booze and cigarettes.  But for some reason, the clerk at the store 
wasn’t willing to sell him one of his items, and he wasn’t very 
happy.  Even with The Spirit’s promptings, I didn’t feel like having 
a spiritual conversation with this man right now.  But there he was, 
right in front of me again…and God set us up perfectly to have a 
conversation.  So I began small talk with this gentleman.  He was 
very friendly with me and was really interested in talking with me.  
Our conversation turned spiritual, and I asked him about salvation. 
I asked him if he was willing to pray with me to receive Jesus.   I 
don’t remember what his excuses were, but he let me know that 
he wasn’t ready; but he took my phone number in case he wanted  
      (cont. on next page)
Submitted by: Drew Metcalf, Youth Pastor

The story of David and Jonathon is such a heartwarming story.  We likely fail to grasp 
all the dynamics leading up to the scenes in I Samuel 20.  Both David and Jonathan 
even as peers had strong grounds to distrust one another.  David had every reason to 
be suspect of Jonathan for “selling him out” in a political conspiracy.  Jonathan had 
every reason to hate David as he alone stood in the way of receiving the crown that was 
rightfully his as heir to his father Saul’s throne. 

Yet this story drips of mutual love, trust, and respect that reached far beyond human 
reasoning.  I particularly appreciate the imagery that emerges from verse16-17: so 
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David…and Jonathan had David reaffi rm 
his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.  This was a 
model that Saul could have well benefi ted from in emulating his own son.

Of all the various ministry settings and opportunities I fi nd myself in, the settings that 
bring me much joy and energy are those involving our local community in different ways.  
Several years ago, I began interacting in the Elanco Ministerium.  A hidden surprise for 
me personally was the need to overcome my own suspicions and judgments of other 
local pastors and congregations.

While perhaps the name “ministerium” sounds boring and dry--which I, too, thought the 
same, I assure you it is neither.  A room full of pastors from a variety of denominations 
and faith expressions makes for interesting discussions at times to be sure.  I assure 
you we have differences, major differences. But we also have deep appreciation, love, 
and respect for one another. This keeps our purpose and mission in focus--of working 
cooperatively together to reach our communities for Jesus Christ.  Perhaps the biggest 
compliment ever spoken to me occurred when one pastor in this setting, whom I was 
quite suspect of, told me how much he appreciates “having a Mennonite represented 
because we need your voice, infl uence, and presence.”   I realized then that it was I 
who needed to repent as this “pastor of suspect” modeled love, humility, and servant 
hood while I was peering back through squinted eyes.      

Congregationally, at WMC, such vast faith differences do not separate us as we gather 
around core Biblical beliefs and our Mennonite Confession of Faith; however, we can still 
fail to understand and appreciate one another.  May we trust one another as brothers 
and sisters in the Lord as we, too, have made covenant with each other.  Let us walk 
forward together reaffi rming our love, and loving one another as we love ourselves.     
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Fruit of The Spirit

Whenever a church or a Christian family makes decisions about future 
direction it is extremely important that the Holy Spirit is honored.  About 
twenty or thirty years ago there was much discussion and writing concerning 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Someone observed at the same time there 
was little writing about the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5 lists nine 
expressions as fruit of the Spirit.  Note that the fruit is listed as singular 
because every Christian who has the Holy Spirit will demonstrate to some 
degree all the fruit. The primary test of the fruit of the Spirit happens in 
relationships with people.

What is the evidence of the fruit of the Spirit?  In his book Spirit Fruit, John 
Drescher uses the analogy of an orchard to describe the fruit of the Spirit. He 
says that growing fruit does not suggest a lot of noise and excitement. In the 
spring we do not say, ”Fruit is growing in the orchard because we hear noise 
and because the trees are starting to jump around.” We know fruit is being 
produced because we see steady, silent growth of buds, fragrant fl owers, and 
fi nally luscious fruit. It is all silent yet all so evident. The Holy Spirit inspired 
the Apostle Paul to write that a primary evidence of the Holy Spirit being 
present among us is the fruit of the Spirit. 

What are the conditions for the fruit of the Spirit to grow in our lives?  In John 
15:1-17 Jesus says that if we abide in Him we will bear much fruit.  In verse 
fi ve Jesus says “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  
Fruit grows in an environment of fellowship with Jesus, reading his word and 
prayer, and fellowship with God’s people.

As we discern God’s will for our future, and possibly embark on a building 
program, a most important ingredient is the fruit of the Spirit within us as a 
body. 

Prayer:  Lord today, and for the rest of our days, may we know the fruit of the 
Spirit among us, so that the legacy remaining will be a testimony of God’s 
presence.

SEPTEMBER

Submitted by: Bishop C. Kenneth Martin

Galatians 5: 22 & 23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.  

I Have A Delightful
Inheritance (Psalm 16:6)

In today’s scripture reading David thanked God for the portion 
assigned to him and for the inheritance he enjoyed.  He understood 
that he was a recipient of God’s favor and that God had secured his 
lot.  His heart rejoiced in God!

I wonder sometimes if we fully appreciate the incredible blessings we 
enjoy as a congregation because of the “inheritance” we’ve received 
from those who have gone before us!  Men and women of faith have 
secured for us God’s favor in countless ways and we’re enjoying today 
the bountiful fruit of their faithfulness.  I’m in awe of the beautiful 
congregation God has assembled here and I’m of the opinion that 
somehow we’re reaping what others have sown.  How humbling!!

May it be said of our generation that we faithfully passed the baton 
to our children and grandchildren and that we were conduits through 
whom God’s favor and blessings were poured out!

Psalm 16

Submitted by: Leon Hurst
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21ASAP
Always Say A Prayer

As we go through this building project together, there will be lots 
of work to do, decisions to make, and deadlines to meet.  With no 
time to spare, as we hurry and scurry we need to remember ASAP – 
Always say a prayer.

God knows how stressful life is and He wants to ease our cares. He 
will respond to all our needs ASAP – Always say a prayer.

We all need to put aside our own personal agendas so we can live in 
unity with our church body ASAP – Always say a prayer.

Let us all remember what Ephesians 4:3 says…
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.”

Submitted by: Earl, Danean, Ryan & Danita Sauder

Ephesians 4:3

AUGUST

Tireless Tending

Recently I sat watching a pair of sparrows tending their nest which 
they had placed in a corner under the edge of the roof of our garage.  
Now sparrows are not the most beautiful bird but they were quite 
tireless in their work.  I saw the male bring an insect in his beak.  As 
he crawled into the nest, the female fl ew out to return later, also 
obviously feeding the baby birds.  While she was gone, he sat on 
the electric line nearby seeming to guard or protect the nest.  I was 
reminded of the verses in Matthew 10 that says God sees every 
sparrow, this bird that is so common to us.  I saw these birds working 
together to nurture and to protect.  I also saw the fi nches and the 
hummingbirds at the feeder; the butterfl ies, the bees and other 
interesting creatures visiting my fl owers and I realized how God 
created them all for a purpose.  How they bring glory to God’s name! 

God has also created you and I for a purpose.  Are we tirelessly 
tending our purpose?  Has God called you to nurture, to serve, to 
encourage?  As a body of Christ may each of us here at WMC work 
together to fulfi ll the purpose God has for us!  May we bring glory to 
God’s name!

Colossians 3 : 17  -  And whatever you do, whether 
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
                                                                                                                                                   

Submitted by: Naomi Horst
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A Large Family

Growing up in a large family offers many opportunities and challenges.  
Having seven brothers may seem daunting but since I was somewhat 
of a tomboy, I was able to keep up with them rather well.  Growing up 
on a farm prepared me for raising our own boys on a farm and working 
together as a family.  At home I saw my mother give support to my Dad 
during busy planting and harvest seasons and assigning household 
and gardening chores to my older sisters and me.  Sometimes I could 
persuade my younger sisters to help.   I remember washing that dreaded 
pile of dirty dishes after each meal.  It seemed like such a huge task but 
if we sang while we worked it was much more enjoyable.  Sometimes 
now when we are together as a family we enjoy recalling stories from 
our growing up years.  But they are not all wonderful.  There were some 
diffi cult times.  We had the usual squabbles and misunderstandings.  
There were disagreements and misunderstandings.  We had to learn 
to work together.  We needed to learn how to love.  We needed time to 
mature.  How my parents enjoyed seeing their grown children mature in 
Christ and in relationships!

We here at WMC are part of a large family.  We are presented many 
opportunities and challenges.  The task given us may seem huge.  We 
want to work together in love.  May this be a time to bring maturity to our 
relationship with God and with our brothers and sisters.  How God will 
enjoy seeing His grown children bound together in love and unity! 

Read Colossians 3: 12 - 14. Verse 14: And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.    
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Submitted by: Naomi Horst

Colossians 3:12-14

Tag-along

Recently we purchased a “tag-along” bike for our daughter Kate. She is 
thrilled, and loves to ride her bike.  She is quick to give instruction about 
when she wants to ride, and her destination. She defi nitely enjoys the 
sights along the way, whether it’s to the park or Nolt’s pond to feed the 
ducks. 

As much as she enjoys the ride, in reality she has very little to do with 
the bike’s operation. There are handlebars, but they are stationary 
and nonfunctional. There are also pedals but, they help little in the 
bike’s movement. There is only one wheel, and no brakes. You see that 
basically the tag-along is completely dependent upon the one steering for 
direction, momentum, and safety.

I would like to suggest that as we discuss the changes at WMC, 
specifi cally any expansion, that God through the direction of His Spirit 
is the one steering, and we as followers of Jesus are riding the tag-
along closely following Him and attached to our source. We all have our 
thoughts concerning the path of any building project, and the desired 
destination. No doubt there are many and varying opinions. Can we as 
a body at WMC seek direction, momentum, and safety from our steering 
source? Do we truly realize our limitations in seeing the unknown future? 
and our limited and feeble ability to endure on our own strength? 

My prayer is that our goal remain to walk in unity as a body, and follow 
God’s leading and direction in our attempt to reach out to, and respond 
to a searching world.

Submitted by: Steve Martin

Ephesians 1:22 And God placed all things under His feet 
(Jesus) and appointed Him to be head over everything for 
the church. NIV       
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Are Our Tent Stakes Secure?

This prophetic verse may be speaking of the future of Jerusalem 
here on earth or the New Jerusalem, our home in heaven.  This verse 
speaks to me of security and peace, it says, “a tent that will not be 
moved”, and “its stakes will never be pulled up.”  As we think about 
our future as a congregation, this is the peace and security that 
the Lord can give us.  Our stakes need to be fi rmly anchored in the 
foundation laid by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and the hope that 
we have through his blood shed on the cross.  If our tent stakes are 
fi rmly anchored in him, we will experience unity as a congregation, 
and our ropes will hold strong, even in the midst of the winds of 
change or uncertainty.  Let us resolve as a congregation that no 
matter which way the Lord leads us regarding the building proposal, 
that our trust will be in Him, and that our tent stakes will hold strong.

Isaiah 54:2-3 “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent 
curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your 
stakes.  For you will spread out to the right and to the left; …”

Again in these verses, we are encouraged to strengthen our stakes, 
and we are also encouraged to lengthen our cords, and to enlarge the 
place of our tent.  I am not suggesting that this means it is the Lord’s 
will for us to build at this time.  But we do know that he wants us to 
be spreading his word, through reaching out to our communities, and 
to the world, as he has commanded us in the great commission.  May 
we as a congregation be strengthened on our journey and may we 
truly “spread out to the right and to the left.”

Submitted by: Rodney Horst, Deacon

Isaiah 33:20 “Look upon Zion, the city of our festivals; your 
eyes will see Jerusalem, a peaceful abode, a tent that will not 
be moved; its stakes will never be pulled up, nor any of its 
ropes broken.”  
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One Table

“Who would you rather be: the one who eats the dinner or the one 
who serves the dinner? You’d rather eat and be served, right? But I’ve 
taken my place among you as the one who serves. And you’ve stuck 
with me through thick and thin. Now I confer on you the royal authority 
my Father conferred on me so you can eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and be strengthened as you take up responsibilities among the 
congregations of God’s people.”   Luke 22:27-30 The Message

I have many memories of special mealtimes spent with family and friends. 
One particular meal occurred at a very unusual place. Several of our children 
were attending Caernarvon Elementary school in Churchtown and it was 
nearing Thanksgiving. The principal came with a very unusual request. 
She wanted each child to be part of a Thanksgiving meal. Not only this, 
she wanted everyone to be seated at ONE table. Imagine a table for 200+ 
people in a school that was already small for the occupants. She went to 
work planning the logistics. The table would run down the main hall that had 
classrooms on each side. As the children left their classrooms they would all 
move in a clockwise direction, move to the cafeteria, pick up their meal and 
then walk the entire hallway moving around this huge table until their seats 
were found. Everyone was to wait to eat until all were seated. You do not do 
this process in 15 minutes! Meals were getting cold but there was enough 
action that no one noticed. Finally everyone was seated—students, teachers, 
volunteers, the janitor, the secretary, the nurse, and the principal—we all ate 
together. A very special, special experience!!!

The hours it took to set up and take down 30+ tables and over 200 chairs 
that were pulled from closets and classrooms made you wonder if it was 
worth it. But seeing the faces of each person from the Caernarvon family 
seated at that huge table was a moving experience.

Who will be a part of God’s banquet table in His kingdom as a result of 
everyone at WMC doing their part in kingdom work? Let’s fi nd out!! 

Submitted by: Shirley Martin

Luke 22:24-30
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Faith & Duty

This world has only seen one perfect human being, Jesus!  He had 
quite a mixed group of followers during His three years of public 
ministry, didn’t He?  Men and women, none of them perfect, but many 
of them sincere.  He constantly spoke to them to teach them, not only 
about Himself and His kingdom but about themselves too.  In Luke 
17:3, He speaks this warning, “so watch yourselves.” 

He had just fi nished telling His disciples that they had the capacity 
to cause each other to sin.  Of their responsibility to hold each other 
accountable, and to forgive one another without limit.

On hearing this, the apostles immediately recognized their inability 
to carry this out and responded, “Increase our faith.” Jesus says that 
true faith can remove the mountains of impossibility.  Faith pleases 
God and is a gift from Him.

But faith without works is dead, so Jesus starts talking about being a 
servant.  Knowing the Master and doing what pleases Him.  While we 
work and serve together, it’s reasonable to say, “I’ve only done what’s 
expected of me,”  isn’t it?

God is no longer clothed in humanity, but He is still the only perfect 
One.  Would you agree that He has quite a mixed group of followers at 
WMC?  We are sincere, aren’t we?  Yes.  I see it, I hear it and I know 
it.  Different though we are, we are so blessed to be on this journey 
together.  As we anticipate moving forward, like true servants, let’s 
keep our eyes on the Master, heed His warning to “watch ourselves,” 
and ask, “What’s expected of me?”  

Submitted by: Sherri Martin

11
Peace That Passes All 
Understanding

We recently had the privilege of visiting Ground Zero in New York City.  
As I observed the work that was being done, I had to think how quickly 
things can be built or destroyed as a result of people working together.  

The Empire State Building was built in 1931, and was the tallest building 
for over 40 years.  It has 102 stories and 6,500 windows and was built in 
1 year and 45 days!  Now isn’t that team work?  It was the tallest building 
until the World Trade Center’s North Tower was completed in 1972. 

After the destruction of The World Trade Center in 2001, it is once again 
the tallest building in NYC.  This act of violence was done by a group of 
people who worked together but rather than build, they came to destroy.  
God said that in the end times people will shout, “Peace, peace, but 
there will be no peace!”  All the security in the world couldn’t keep us 
safe, but only by being a child of God can we have the peace that passeth 
all understanding!  True peace comes from knowing that without a doubt, 
in life or death, nothing can separate us from God‘s love.

As a church, we are the one’s who can show the world the path to peace.  
If only we could focus on Jesus and not each others differences perhaps 
we could live in harmony.  It’s only with the help of the Holy Spirit that we 
can truly live in peace.  As we look to the future of WMC, lets stay united 
by trusting in God every step of the way.  Remember, together we can 
destroy, or together we can build up God’s Kingdom.  Which will it be? 

SEPTEMBER

Philippians 4:4-7;  Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again:  
Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Submitted by: Amy Weaver

Luke 17:3
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Team Unity

As a volleyball player, I’ve learned that team unity is vital to success 
at any level.  In 2007, I played on a team at Garden Spot that, through 
teamwork and unity, overcame adversity and advanced farther than 
any Garden Spot team before. We could not have been successful 
had we not had a bond held together not only by a common love of 
the game, but also by the love of a Savior. 

Synchronized swimmer Claire Carver-Dias once said, “I think a lot of 
our team commitment is a silent understanding that each one of us 
has poured our life into what we’re doing.”  This has been so true in 
my life in that so much time has been dedicated to the team - and 
it has paid off!  But a sport isn’t the only thing we can pour our lives 
into.  A unifi ed Church, focused on spreading the Gospel, has more 
power than we could ever imagine.  Like the words of an Iranian 
Philosopher, “So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the 
whole earth.” 

Allow me to leave you with one verse as a prayer of blessing.  It 
comes from Romans 15:5.  “May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you 
follow Christ Jesus.” 

Submitted by: Tracy Musser
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Romans 15:5

Submitted by: April Martin

As God’s Chosen People

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience.  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:12-17
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The Great Commission at WMC?
Matthew 28:18-20

Submitted by: Dave Zimmerman

Steering Committee Members have truly grown to appreciate and 
respect each other during the development of a master plan, the 
designing of a building concept and the associated fi nancial needs 
for Weaverland’s expansion vision. We heard the church speak, we 
weighed the options, we listened to professionals, and we prayed and 
sought God’s will. We feel we are on the right track but continue to 
seek god’s leading as we move forward.

In economic outlook times that are pessimistic one can’t help but 
wonder if this is the right time to build. As a committee we have been 
both cautioned to wait and encouraged to move ahead. We remain 
optimistic about God’s plan for our church as we see new families 
visiting, the youth group growing in numbers and pews fi lled on 
Sunday mornings. WMC is reaching out and they are coming to our 
church, now we need to provide a seat for all that come.

It’s exciting to see the church fi lled with individuals that want to be 
there, individuals that are encouraging one other in the Lord and 
individuals fi nding spiritual fulfi llment right here at weaverland. The 
Great Commission encourages us to go and make disciples of all 
nations which surely includes our own hometowns. By doing this 
Jesus promises he will be with us always, to the very end of the age.

FORWARD

When Brian called me about the idea of 
having a devotional booklet made 
from our congregation, I must say it seemed 
like a huge task for such a short amount of time.  He apologetically 
said, “I know it’s probably too short notice to have a devotion for each day 
but think and pray about it and whatever happens I certainly understand.”

None the less, the Lord gave me the time and the desire to delve into it and 
it can’t be stressed enough that it was only with His help, that we were able 
to gather 4 weeks worth of devotions in a matter of days.  Time and time 
again the Lord has ways of showing us that if He wants something done, it 
will happen!

My only regret is that I wasn’t able to contact everyone of you to give you the 
opportunity to share in this booklet.  Many people came to my mind but time 
didn’t allow me to make all the contacts I desired.  Please forgive me if you 
would have liked to write a devotional but weren’t contacted.

This devotional booklet on “Unity” is God’s work, through each of you who 
promptly responded to a need.  Seeing how quickly this came together 
reminded me that, “With God, All Things Are Possible!”  May we all be 
blessed with a spirit of unity as we journey together wherever Jesus leads!

Thank you so much for working together to get this accomplished!

By Amy Weaver

PURPOSE

The vision and purpose of this congregational devotional guide is to invite 
you to join us and together walk through God’s Word the next twenty-eight 
days in your personal or family devotional time with God. We have so much 
to celebrate as together we continue to experience many blessings of God at 
WMC. As a congregation we have sought the face of God through this journey 
of land purchase, facility needs, and discernment.  Much prayer, work, time, 
and study has brought us to this point. We thank the Steering Committee 
for their diligent work, and we thank you the congregation for your voice, 
love, patience, and prayers leading us together to this next step of faith. We 
again earnestly seek His face in the upcoming faith commitment phase. We 
encourage you to prayerfully remember the four week sermon series from I 
Peter 2: 5 beginning August 17, the outdoor service on September 7, and the 
faith commitment phase September 8-12. May we each experience the Spirit 
of God afresh in our time with God through these devotionals. 

 God bless you, The WMC Ministry Leadership Team
 

Unity




