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“True Brothers and Sisters”

| 1 Samuel 20, Psalm 133

The story of David and Jonathon is such a heartwarming story. We likely fail to grasp
all the dynamics leading up to the scenes in | Samuel 20. Both David and Jonathan
even as peers had strong grounds to distrust one another. David had every reason to
be suspect of Jonathan for “selling him out” in a political conspiracy. Jonathan had
every reason to hate David as he alone stood in the way of receiving the crown that was
rightfully his as heir to his father Saul’s throne.

Yet this story drips of mutual love, trust, and respect that reached far beyond human
reasoning. | particularly appreciate the imagery that emerges from versel6-17: so
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David...and Jonathan had David reaffirm
his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. This was a
model that Saul could have well benefited from in emulating his own son.

Of all the various ministry settings and opportunities | find myself in, the settings that
bring me much joy and energy are those involving our local community in different ways.
Several years ago, | began interacting in the Elanco Ministerium. A hidden surprise for
me personally was the need to overcome my own suspicions and judgments of other
local pastors and congregations.

While perhaps the name “ministerium” sounds boring and dry--which I, too, thought the
same, | assure you it is neither. A room full of pastors from a variety of denominations
and faith expressions makes for interesting discussions at times to be sure. | assure
you we have differences, major differences. But we also have deep appreciation, love,
and respect for one another. This keeps our purpose and mission in focus—-of working
cooperatively together to reach our communities for Jesus Christ. Perhaps the biggest
compliment ever spoken to me occurred when one pastor in this setting, whom | was
quite suspect of, told me how much he appreciates “having a Mennonite represented
because we need your voice, influence, and presence.” | realized then that it was |
who needed to repent as this “pastor of suspect” modeled love, humility, and servant
hood while | was peering back through squinted eyes.

Congregationally, at WMC, such vast faith differences do not separate us as we gather
around core Biblical beliefs and our Mennonite Confession of Faith; however, we can still
fail to understand and appreciate one another. May we trust one another as brothers
and sisters in the Lord as we, too, have made covenant with each other. Let us walk
forward together reaffirming our love, and loving one another as we love ourselves.

Submitted by: Brian Martin, Pastor
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| Have A Delightful
Inheritance (Psalm 16:6)

Psalm 16

In today’s scripture reading David thanked God for the portion
assigned to him and for the inheritance he enjoyed. He understood
that he was a recipient of God’s favor and that God had secured his
lot. His heart rejoiced in God!

| wonder sometimes if we fully appreciate the incredible blessings we
enjoy as a congregation because of the “inheritance” we've received
from those who have gone before us! Men and women of faith have
secured for us God’s favor in countless ways and we’re enjoying today
the bountiful fruit of their faithfulness. I'm in awe of the beautiful
congregation God has assembled here and I’'m of the opinion that
somehow we're reaping what others have sown. How humbling!!

May it be said of our generation that we faithfully passed the baton

to our children and grandchildren and that we were conduits through
whom God’s favor and blessings were poured out!

Submitted by: Leon Hurst
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Tireless Tending

Colossians 3 : 17 - And whatever you do, whether
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Recently | sat watching a pair of sparrows tending their nest which
they had placed in a corner under the edge of the roof of our garage.
Now sparrows are not the most beautiful bird but they were quite
tireless in their work. | saw the male bring an insect in his beak. As
he crawled into the nest, the female flew out to return later, also
obviously feeding the baby birds. While she was gone, he sat on

the electric line nearby seeming to guard or protect the nest. | was
reminded of the verses in Matthew 10 that says God sees every
sparrow, this bird that is so common to us. | saw these birds working
together to nurture and to protect. | also saw the finches and the
hummingbirds at the feeder; the butterflies, the bees and other
interesting creatures visiting my flowers and | realized how God
created them all for a purpose. How they bring glory to God’s name!

God has also created you and | for a purpose. Are we tirelessly
tending our purpose? Has God called you to nurture, to serve, to
encourage? As a body of Christ may each of us here at WMC work
together to fulfill the purpose God has for us! May we bring glory to
God’s name!

Submitted by: Naomi Horst
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Tag-along

Ephesians 1:22 And God placed all things under His feet
(Jesus) and appointed Him to be head over everything for
the church. NIV

Recently we purchased a “tag-along” bike for our daughter Kate. She is
thrilled, and loves to ride her bike. She is quick to give instruction about
when she wants to ride, and her destination. She definitely enjoys the
sights along the way, whether it’s to the park or Nolt’s pond to feed the
ducks.

As much as she enjoys the ride, in reality she has very little to do with

the bike’s operation. There are handlebars, but they are stationary

and nonfunctional. There are also pedals but, they help little in the

bike’s movement. There is only one wheel, and no brakes. You see that
basically the tag-along is completely dependent upon the one steering for
direction, momentum, and safety.

I would like to suggest that as we discuss the changes at WMC,
specifically any expansion, that God through the direction of His Spirit

is the one steering, and we as followers of Jesus are riding the tag-

along closely following Him and attached to our source. We all have our
thoughts concerning the path of any building project, and the desired
destination. No doubt there are many and varying opinions. Can we as

a body at WMC seek direction, momentum, and safety from our steering
source? Do we truly realize our limitations in seeing the unknown future?
and our limited and feeble ability to endure on our own strength?

My prayer is that our goal remain to walk in unity as a body, and follow
God'’s leading and direction in our attempt to reach out to, and respond
to a searching world.

Submitted by: Steve Martin
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One Table

Luke 22:24-30

“Who would you rather be: the one who eats the dinner or the one

who serves the dinner? You’d rather eat and be served, right? But I've
taken my place among you as the one who serves. And you’ve stuck
with me through thick and thin. Now | confer on you the royal authority
my Father conferred on me so you can eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and be strengthened as you take up responsibilities among the
congregations of God’s people.” Luke 22:27-30 The Message

| have many memories of special mealtimes spent with family and friends.
One particular meal occurred at a very unusual place. Several of our children
were attending Caernarvon Elementary school in Churchtown and it was
nearing Thanksgiving. The principal came with a very unusual request.

She wanted each child to be part of a Thanksgiving meal. Not only this,

she wanted everyone to be seated at ONE table. Imagine a table for 200+
people in a school that was already small for the occupants. She went to
work planning the logjstics. The table would run down the main hall that had
classrooms on each side. As the children left their classrooms they would all
move in a clockwise direction, move to the cafeteria, pick up their meal and
then walk the entire hallway moving around this huge table until their seats
were found. Everyone was to wait to eat until all were seated. You do not do
this process in 15 minutes! Meals were getting cold but there was enough
action that no one noticed. Finally everyone was seated—students, teachers,
volunteers, the janitor, the secretary, the nurse, and the principal—we all ate
together. A very special, special experience!ll

The hours it took to set up and take down 30+ tables and over 200 chairs
that were pulled from closets and classrooms made you wonder if it was
worth it. But seeing the faces of each person from the Caernarvon family
seated at that huge table was a moving experience.

Who will be a part of God’s banquet table in His kingdom as a result of
everyone at WMC doing their part in kingdom work? Let’s find out!!

Submitted by: Shirley Martin
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Peace That Passes All
Understanding

Philippians 4:4-7; Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again:
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is neatr.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

We recently had the privilege of visiting Ground Zero in New York City.
As | observed the work that was being done, | had to think how quickly
things can be built or destroyed as a result of people working together.

The Empire State Building was built in 1931, and was the tallest building
for over 40 years. It has 102 stories and 6,500 windows and was built in
1 year and 45 days! Now isn’t that team work? It was the tallest building
until the World Trade Center’s North Tower was completed in 1972.

After the destruction of The World Trade Center in 2001, it is once again
the tallest building in NYC. This act of violence was done by a group of
people who worked together but rather than build, they came to destroy.
God said that in the end times people will shout, “Peace, peace, but
there will be no peace!” All the security in the world couldn’t keep us
safe, but only by being a child of God can we have the peace that passeth
all understanding! True peace comes from knowing that without a doubt,
in life or death, nothing can separate us from God's love.

As a church, we are the one’s who can show the world the path to peace.
If only we could focus on Jesus and not each others differences perhaps
we could live in harmony. It’'s only with the help of the Holy Spirit that we
can truly live in peace. As we look to the future of WMC, lets stay united
by trusting in God every step of the way. Remember, together we can
destroy, or together we can build up God’s Kingdom. Which will it be?

Submitted by: Amy Weaver
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As God’s Chosen People
Colossians 3:12-17

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you
may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word

of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.

Submitted by: April Martin
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The Great Commission at WMC?

Matthew 28:18-20

Steering Committee Members have truly grown to appreciate and
respect each other during the development of a master plan, the
designing of a building concept and the associated financial needs
for Weaverland’s expansion vision. We heard the church speak, we
weighed the options, we listened to professionals, and we prayed and
sought God’s will. We feel we are on the right track but continue to
seek god’s leading as we move forward.

In economic outlook times that are pessimistic one can’t help but
wonder if this is the right time to build. As a committee we have been
both cautioned to wait and encouraged to move ahead. We remain
optimistic about God’s plan for our church as we see new families
visiting, the youth group growing in numbers and pews filled on
Sunday mornings. WMC is reaching out and they are coming to our
church, now we need to provide a seat for all that come.

It's exciting to see the church filled with individuals that want to be
there, individuals that are encouraging one other in the Lord and
individuals finding spiritual fulfillment right here at weaverland. The
Great Commission encourages us to go and make disciples of all
nations which surely includes our own hometowns. By doing this
Jesus promises he will be with us always, to the very end of the age.

Submitted by: Dave Zimmerman





